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On Plans and Planning

2

“Peace-time plans are of no particular value, 
but peace-time planning is indispensable.”

1984, The Papers of Dwight David Eisenhower, 
Volume XI: Columbia University, Editor Louis Galambos et al, 
Letter from: Dwight Eisenhower, Letter to: Hamilton Fish Armstrong, 
Date: December 31, 1950, Start Page 1516, Quote Page 1516, 
Johns Hopkins University Press, Baltimore, Maryland. (Verified with hard copy)



Neighbourhood Planning - Topics

• Introduction

• Current Process 

• Previous planning

– Amesbury Community Strategic Plan 

– Neighbourhood Plan Area 

• To discuss 

– Whether to proceed to planning

– Area to cover

– Lines of development

– Stakeholders

• Next steps



What a Neighbourhood Plan is 

• Planning policy for a Neighbourhood area to guide 

future development. 

• About the use and development of land 

• May contain

– a vision, aims, planning policies, proposals for 

improving the area or providing new  facilities

– allocation of key sites for specific kinds of  

development 

– a wide range of social, economic and 

environmental issues

• housing, employment, design, heritage and transport 

or one or two issues the area has been identified and 

approved by the parish council



2021 Process

• Stage 1 – Getting established

• Stage 2 – Preparing the plan

• Stage 3 – Bringing the plan into force



Steps to a Neighbourhood Plan in 3 stages  

• Town Council identify and approve the area

• Submit this to the local planning authority for 

designation.

• Develop community engagement and 

proportionate evidence base to understand area, 

views, aspirations, wants and needs of local 

people. 

• Complete Neighbourhood Plan

• Submit Plan to the local planning authority 

• Independent examination, revisions  

• Public referendum - Requiring  more than 50% of 

those voting  to vote “yes” to bring plan into force 



The Basic Conditions

• All Neighbourhood plans must meet the ‘basic 

conditions’ set out in planning law as tested  by 

independent examination:

– have regard to national policy

– contribute to the achievement of sustainable 

development

– be in general conformity with the strategic policies 

in the development plan for the local area

– be compatible with EU obligations



Evidence

• Local plan, and the evidence underpinning that  

plan or any emerging local plan;

– Strategic Housing Market Assessments (SHMA) 

– Strategic Housing and Employment Land Availability 

– Assessments (SHELAA), Strategic Housing Land 

– Availability Assessments (SHLAA)O

• Other local authority plans and strategies, such as 

– Economic development strategies;

– Opinion-based research for Local Authority

– Socio-economic data for district/ward (census and 

– other data);

– technical reports



Amesbury Neighbourhood Planning  

• 1990s - Amesbury Vision

• 2000s Amesbury Market Town Partnership 

– Amesbury Community Strategic Plan (ACSP)

• Retail Inquiry 

• Wiltshire Core Strategies 

• “Hinterlands” 

• 2010s Amesbury Neighbourhood Plan

– Defining the Neighbourhood – 2014-2016 

• 2018 Guidance  
– For town or parish councils, there is a presumption that the 

Neighbourhood area will be the same as the parish boundary. 

However, they may choose a smaller and more focused area, such 

as a town or local centre –That may not fit here 



ACSP 



Satellite view of –
Amesbury Parish

• Scope?



Durrington Parish – Western area



Combined Areas for ANP



Combined Areas for ANP 2015



2016 - Amesbury and Durrington



Map – Amesbury 1894



Process (2014-16) 



2016 Consultations - Evidence

• Bowman Centre February 2016 

• Knowledge Sharing with other Neighbourhoods

• Area Designation in draft then paused



Amesbury Neighbourhood Plan – Themes 

• Community Infrastructure 

• Environment

• Local Economy 

• Transport 

• Housing

• Education

• History and Tourism

– Amesbury History Centre, FirePower, Aviation 

• Army Rebasing 

• Local community volunteers pursue those themes of 

particular interest to them within an overall structure. 



Paper - Stonehenge Trader & The Times



Electronic Connections

Pages on Facebook
https://m.facebook.com/AmesburyNeighbourhoodPlan

2007 Amesbury Community Strategic Plan  on OR 

Society document repository 
https://www.theorsociety.com/DocumentRepository/Browse.aspx?s=Amesbury

https://m.facebook.com/AmesburyNeighbourhoodPlan
https://www.theorsociety.com/DocumentRepository/Browse.aspx?s=Amesbury


Neighbourhood Planning - Now

• To discuss 

– Whether to proceed to planning

– Area to cover

– Lines of development

– Stakeholders

• Next steps

– What 

– Why

– How

– When

– Where 

– Who
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